BASSINGHAM SURGERY

ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY STATEMENT

The practice will conduct all aspects of its business with due regard to the environment and its habitats. The practice will take advantage of environmentally friendly initiatives and developments.

PRACTICAL APPLICATION

· All new and replacement equipment, including heating, cooling, or other energy-use items will be co-selected on the basis of low energy use and environmental impact

· Travel by staff and / or partners will be on the basis of shared transport wherever practicable
· All garden waste will be re-cycled into a “Green” scheme

· Rooms not in use will be “powered down” and closed off for the inactive period

· Water will be on a metered supply. Automatic toilet flush systems will not be used.
· The practice will re-cycle toner cartridges via a charity collection scheme or other agreed environmentally friendly disposal route

· All paper and cardboard will be sent for recycling

· Envelopes or other paper supplies will be purchased as re-cycled paper where practicable. Packaging materials or boxes will be opened in a way which will facilitate re-use.
· The use of hazardous or other non-degradable chemicals or cleaning supplies will be avoided where there is a suitable alternative. 

·  Where possible, communication and routine elements of the business will take place electronically to avoid paper use. Printing will be kept to a minimum

· All heating and electrical equipment will be serviced annually where appropriate

· Time clocks, controls and thermostats for the heating system and the air conditioning/cooling system will be monitored and adjusted to optimise energy use. Heating and cooling systems will be turned down/off at weekends and bank holidays

· All waste classified as hazardous will be clearly identified, segregated, and disposed of by an approved and certified contractor who will provide a consignment note

· All clinical waste will be segregated and treated as hazardous 

CLINICAL WASTE.

Clinical waste will be regarded as:

· Human or animal tissue

· Blood or bodily fluids

· Excretions

· Drugs or pharmaceutical products

· Sharps

· Dressings

· Swabs

· Sanitary towels, nappies or similar waste

· Pathology samples

· Used personal protective equipment (gloves, masks, gowns etc)

· Used paper products from treatment or other patient rooms, including paper towels used for hand drying.

Or any other waste which may carry the risk of passing on an infection to others.

The definition of clinical waste also includes items or waste produced by practice clinical staff in a patient’s own home. It is the staff member’s responsibility to arrange disposal of these items as hazardous waste. If items are non-hazardous, it is acceptable to dispose of these items in household waste if they are sealed in a suitable bag or container.
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