BASSINGHAM SURGERY


CYTOTOXIC DRUG PROTOCOL

Introduction

Cytotoxic drugs are in use in general practice and the purpose of this protocol is to set out procedures to follow in the use and handling of these drug types. It does not set out detailed technical specifications for the handling of these drugs and reference should be made to manufacturers and specialist directives. 
Cytotoxic drugs have the potential to damage normal cells. There is a possible risk in the handling of these drugs and in caring for patients undergoing treatment. 

Examples of commonly used cytotoxic drugs used in the dispensary include Methotrexate, Mercaptopurine, Azathioprine, Mycophenolate, Mesalazine and Sulfasalazine
Hazards

Cytotoxic drugs are hazardous substances defined under COSHH Regulations 2002.

Practices have a legal duty to assess the risks arising for employees and to take precautions to protect them.

Assessment will be part of a general COSHH risk assessment process, and will specifically address:

· Which drugs are in use and what are their potential adverse effects?
· Who may be harmed and how, with particular reference to young workers, pregnant staff, new mothers, cleaners and contractors?
· Record the findings of the assessment and retain permanently.

Control 

· Exposure should be controlled at source and issue personal protective equipment (PPE) to suitably trained staff members prior to handling, ensuring that PPE is selected following a risk assessment process. PPE provision will include protective gloves, eye and face protection, respiratory protection, and disposable aprons. 

· Arrange for safe handling, transport and disposal of cytotoxic drugs, and provide good hygiene facilities.

· Ensure that only specially trained staff have access. Staff must have suitable and sufficient information, instruction and training relevant to their area of work and be aware of the risks involved, and the precautions to be taken.

· Direct skin / drug contact should be avoided; Spillage kits should be readily available; Dispensers should wear disposable gloves when handling cytotoxic drugs.
Waste Disposal

· When handling waste, including waste from treated patients, PPE should be worn.

· Suitable containers should be clearly labeled and reserved solely for the use of cytotoxic waste, and be readily available near the point of use. These may have a purple top to identify this type of waste.
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